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SHRIMPER OWNERS ASSOCIATION
POOLE SECTION

LATE AUGUST 2009 NEWSLETTER
Dear Member,
Do you recall your early years at school when the games teacher would practice a particularly harsh and insensitive form of Darwinism, by allowing 2 of his favourite, sporty, golden children to select their team for the match from a long line of child conscripts.  Did you, like me, wish that for once I would be blessed with early selection and not have to wait in a shrinking line to the bitter end.  If it hadn’t been for the girls on the next pitch in their short gymslips, I’m sure I would have given up sport entirely.  

Well, lately this dread is coming back to haunt me.  A couple of weeks ago I acted as crew for a fellow Shrimper owner and within minutes of the start gun, we had a slight altercation with another Shrimper and lost our port shroud.  Then last week I crewed on another Shrimper and with a few minutes to go for the start gun, the port shroud parted with a loud crack.  In this instance the bottle-screw had failed.  So when the launch man came alongside and asked if ‘Jonah’ wanted a lift ashore, imagine how I felt.
I have received an e-mail from John Taylor (882 Dabchick) containing a cautionary tale regarding his 3 year old Shrimper.  I reproduce it here in full:  
“In early June I made a routine visit to the boat and operated the bilge pump.  To my surprise there was a solid gush; it took rather more than 50 double strokes to pump the bilges dry.  The bilge water was fresh and sweet enough, with a just a lingering hint of mature diesel.  Further investigation revealed a nearly totally blocked drain; the small one at hatch level, outboard of the cockpit locker hatch cover on my Mark II boat.  The culprit was autumn type debris and a less than convincing seal on the hatch cover.  My boat comes home for the winter and was without it's boat cover for just a few days, but perhaps over 2 seasons.  This was all insidious rather than dramatic, and anyway we don't tend to spend many hours on board during persistent downpours, so the blockage went unnoticed.  The bilges were dry today after the August rains, which confirms the diagnosis.”
This tale has a happy ending, but it does remind us to be vigilant whenever we step board.  This is not the first occasion that I have known where through hull drains have required attention.   
Last week I posted out a leaflet to all those Shrimper owners who race in the harbour.  The leaflet is to remind you to put an entry in next year’s diary for the International Yacht Paints Poole Regatta 2010, to be held 29th–31st May, which has a Shrimper class start.  Whilst on racing, may I thank those who responded to the query from the RMYC that I forwarded regarding a Sunday series next year. The response was good and I gather there is to be a Spring Sunday Series in addition to the already established Autumn Series.

· Christchurch  -  Saturday 29th August
This trip is planned as an overnight stay at Christchurch Sailing Club.  However, we shall be taking supper at the club and all are welcome to join us for the meal, whether by boat, or by car.  For those sailing over, we plan to depart Bell Buoy at 1415hrs which will allow a favourable tide set to Christchurch Entrance and up through The Run.  Moorings have been arranged at the club.  Those arriving by car will I’m afraid have to sort out their own parking.  The club caterer will obviously need to know numbers attending, so please can you let me know soon, and no later than the evening of Wednesday 26th August, by phone or e-mail, if you wish to attend and whether by car or boat.  If the weather is ‘yuk’, we’ll all be going by car!
 Chapmans Pool  -  Sunday 30th August
If you are departing from Poole, it’s an early start I’m afraid.  You need to be passing Bell Buoy at about 0930 hrs.  If leaving from Christchurch it’s even earlier and you should be passing through The Run at 0830 hrs.  From whichever departure point, the plan is to pass St Aldhelms Head at slack water, which is shortly after 1300 hrs and anchor close under the cliffs at Chapmans Pool for a picnic.  Return home on the flood tide any time.  In the event of poor weather it would be wise to cancel or perhaps dive into Swanage or Studland for an early lunch as the Jurassic Coast, although being stunning scenery, is no place for a small boat in bad conditions.  I suggest that crews listen out on VHF Channel 72 and share any decisions made with other boats.
Yours aye,
Trevor Heritage

Poole Hon. Sec.


11 Oval Garden, Stoborough, Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5HR
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